
Holodomor – Notes on the Primary Sources 
Aim to write down at least 3 bullet points in each row. 
 

Source  Causes and reasoning behind the famine Experiences of the peasants 

Source 1 – Photo of a 
meeting on a collective 
farm near Kyiv, 1930.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 2 – Poster saying 
‘Let Us Destroy the 
Kulaks as a Class’, 
1930. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 3 – letter from 
Grigory Petrovsky, to 
Stalin, 10 June 1932. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Source  Causes and reasoning behind the famine Experiences of the peasants 

Source 4 – The Law on 
Five Ears of Grain, 7 
August 1932. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 5 – Letter from 
Stalin to Kaganovich, 11 
August 1932. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 6 – Excerpt from 
Anne Applebaum, Red 
Famine (2017). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Source  Causes and reasoning behind the famine Experiences of the peasants 

Source 7 – Letter from a 
collective farmer to 
Grigory Petrovsky, 
September 1932. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 8 - Reports by 
Gareth Jones, at the 
Berlin Press Conference, 
19 March 1933. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source 9 – ‘A Woman 
from Ukraine Tells of 
Famine and 
Cannibalism’ reported 
by a Canadian 
newspaper, ‘The 
Ukrainian Voice’, 13 
September 1933. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Source  Causes and reasoning behind the famine Experiences of the peasants 

Source 10 – Letter from 
the collective farmer 
Mykola Reva to Joseph 
Stalin, May 1940. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


